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FINANCIAL SUMMARY   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

FY2018 REVENUES  FY2018 EXPENSES 
 
Sales 

 
1622 

  
Donations                      150 

Donations 994  Refuge Support 272 
Memberships 1420  Friends Expenses 1027 
Loans 0  EE  & Outreach 660 
Grants 3800  Friends Events 301 
   Special Projects 599 

   Purchases  845 
   Restricted Funds 4078 

TOTALS 
 

$7,836 
   

$7,932 
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*Balance of Nature Store funds were 
transferred to Conservation/Restoration 
Project at beginning of fiscal year. 

Funds in Checking Acct. End of Sept, 2016 End of Sept, 2017 End of Sept, 2018 

General/Memberships 3972.91 1817.12 4,666.07 

Nature Store* 560.28 134.83 1,262.91 

Donation Box 1330.24 616.07 549.77 

Ed Outreach 3675.34 3,600.38 3,438.28 

Book & Photo 593.68 593.68 593.68 

Friends Events 730.18 614.26 570.41 

Bricks & Garden 175.81 48.99 48.99 

Webcam 4.20 661.70 212.95 

Busing Scholarships 1707.74 --- 665.40 

Della Johnson Fund 347.51 --- --- 

Golden Eagle Audubon 
Donation 

 7.21 7.21 

Restoration Project --- --- 2,154.58 

Conservation Project 3896.95 3,896.95 --- 

Totals $16,994.84 13,053.58 14,163.04 
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Native Sagebrush Steppe  Restoration at 
Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge 

by Bob Christensen, Retired Biologist & President of Friends of Deer Flat Wildlife Refuge 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 

The Friends of Deer Flat Wildlife Refuge (Friends) 
began a project to restore native vegetation near the Deer 
Flat National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center, along the 
shoreline of Lake Lowell, Nampa, Idaho. The objective 
of the project is to improve vegetation biodiversity, 
create better wildlife and pollinator habitat, and to 
improve public awareness of native plant communities. 
The first phase of the project (Plot No. 1) was initiated in 
2016 and has been largely completed except for 
continued maintenance of the site.  This phase was 
funded by grants provided by the Idaho Native Plant 
Society ($400) and the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation ($2,061).  The work was implemented 
through the help of refuge volunteers who have donated 
over 300 hours.  In addition, the refuge staff helped by 
contributing 54 man- and equipment-hours.  

In addition to being adjacent to the visitor center, the 
project site is located along several trails which are 
heavily used by refuge visitors. This restoration project 
will promote and enhance local interest in Deer Flat 
National Wildlife Refuge. It will enhance the natural history learning experiences for refuge visitors, including 
local school children, scouting groups, families, and wildlife enthusiasts. It will help educate local 
communities about the valuable natural resources that reside at Deer Flat NWR.  

Based on knowledge and experience gained in the pilot restoration project, the Friends plan to expand 
restoration efforts, in the future, to additional parcels of land on the refuge. 
 
SITE DESCRIPTION AND HISTORY 

The soils in Plot No. 1 are Vickery-Marsing silt-loams. They are shallow, underlain by gravel, and caliche 
is reported at 1-3 feet depth. Area elevation is between 2500 and 2600 feet. Past disturbances such as fire have 
led to a predominance of non-native plants such as cheat grass (Bromus tectorum), Russian thistle (Salsola 
kali) and Kochia sps. Average annual precipitation for this area is 9.7 inches. Much of this precipitation comes 
in winter in the form of snow. 

Originally the project area was dominated by a growth of native shrubs including basin big sagebrush 
(Artemisia tridentata Nutt. ssp. tridentata), fourwing saltbush (Atriplex canescens), and rubber rabbit brush 
(Ericameria nauseosa).  Native grasses, on the site, included species such as beardless wheatgrass 
(Pseudoroegneria spicata subsp. inermis), prairie junegrass (Koeleria macrantha), needle and thread grass 
(Hesperostipa comata), Sandberg bluegrass (Poa secunda), and bottlebrush squirreltail (Elymus elymoides). 

 
 

PROJECT METHODS 

Restoration Site 

Figure 1. Restoration Project Area (Plot 1) 
 - about 3 acres. 
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 During the 2016 growing season, the restoration site was alternately treated with Roundup and then mowed 
to keep the cheat grass and other weedy species under control.  

In choosing plants for our restoration site, we wanted to include native shrubs, grasses and forbs.  We took 
into consideration species used in previous restoration efforts on the refuge, but altered those lists somewhat 
after discussions with area land managers, botanists, and seed companies. 

During October of 2016 we drill-seeded a bunchgrass seed mix (purchased from Sun Mountain Natives, 
Moscow, Idaho) on Plot 1 which contained the following proportions: 

 
PLS/Acre Species______________________________                           
2.5  Bluebunch Wheatgrass (Agropyron spicatum) 
1  Bottlebrush Squirreltail 
1  Idaho Fescue (Festuca idahoensis) 
1  Indian Ricegrass (Oryzopsis hymenoides) 
1  Sandberg Bluegrass 
 
Later in the fall of 2016 we collected seed on the refuge uplands from basin big sagebrush and fourwing 

saltbush, as well as some seed from silver sage (Artemisia cana) grown on an adjacent property. The shrub 
seed collections were taken to the Forest Service’s Lucky Peak Nursery for cleaning and later sent to Buffalo 
Berry Farms (now Twin Peaks Nursery) in McCall, Idaho, to have them produce containerized seedlings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2. Mowing Plot 1 prior to seeding 
with bunchgrass. 
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During the period November 4-10, 2017, the nursery-grown containerized seedlings were planted (and 
watered) in Plot 1 with the following amounts: 
 

1260  Basin Big Sagebrush 
  598  Silver Sage 
  131  Fourwing Saltbush 
  982             Assorted Bunchgrass plugs  
 
Seven study plots (50′ by 50′) were set up to record the 

species and density of the various shrubs and 4 study plots 
(10′ by 50′) to record the number and density of bunchgrass 
plugs. 

Starting in April 2018 the plants were hand-watered and 
weeded (as needed) each month of the growing season (as of 
July 2018 when this article was written).  
 

Also, in April, 500 bitterbrush plants (bare-root stock which had been stored overwinter in a freezer) were 
planted on the site.  The plants were made available by the Bureau of Land Management through the Idaho 
Fish and Game Department. 

 
Results 

In May of 2018, the Friends and refuge staff conducted a visual review of the planted area and found that 
the seedlings were doing well and had put on substantial growth, especially the sagebrush ―many doubling 
in size (height and breadth).  By conducting counts in the study plots, we were able to determine that winter 
survival rates were very good for all of the plants that had been grown in the nursery: 

 
Sagebrush - Average survival rate = 92% 
Saltbush - Average survival rate = 85% 
Bunchgrass - Average survival rate = 85% 
 

The losses that did occur were primarily due to poor planting techniques, mechanical damage from weeding 
around plants, and animal depredations (pocket gophers & mule deer). 

Subsequent observations, during watering sessions, have revealed healthy growth in all surviving hand-
planted shrubs and grasses.   

Figure 3. Planting Day, November 4, 2018. 
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Unfortunately, none of the bitterbrush plants survived more than a few days. (They possibly had been in 
the freezer too long.) 

A note about the bunchgrass that was drill-seeded in October 2016:  There was no apparent production of 
grasses from this effort during 2017―even after a very wet winter.  So we counted this seeding effort as a 
total loss.  However, much to our surprise and excitement, the grasses began to emerge in early 2018; but with 
patchy success, depending on the variable soil conditions in Plot 1. 

 The vegetative composition in Plot 1 is already noticeably different from the dense cheat grass carpet that 
previously existed.  Although the invasive grass species are still prevalent, their densities are much reduced 
and less vigorous.  Some kochia and Russian thistle are emerging on the site, as well as other weedy species.  
But we also have some desirable annuals showing up, such as yellow sweet clover, sunflower, and wild onion.  
And the planted native species are becoming more visible with each passing month. 

The Friends have initiated a second phase of the restoration project by preparing a second 3-acre parcel of 
land immediately to the north of Plot 1.  Plans are to plant Plot 2 in the fall of 2018. 

One last note:  The Friends and refuge staff have collaborated to create a brief interpretive brochure to 
educate visitors about native sagebrush steppe plant communities. Copies of the brochure are on display in 
the Refuge Visitor Center.  
 

Lessons Learned 
1) The control of cheat grass is very problematic, because it is such a persistent competitor against all other 
plantings. We did not use the inhibiting bacteria which we had initially planned to do, knowing previous trials 
on site and elsewhere did not show noticeable success rates and USFWS has strict rules concerning use of 
such agents. 
2) Drill-seeding the bunch grass seed did not work as well as we had initially hoped, but it did start coming 
up the second spring.  
3) Friends members and general public are interested in habitat restoration projects and many are generally 
willing to participate in hands-on activities. This interest was apparent when specific persons were invited and 
consented to lead groups of 5-10 volunteers during the main planting event on November 4, 2017. 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4.  Newly planted & watered 
sagebrush seedling, November 4, 2017. 
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4) Because of the dense/compact soils on the project site, digging with shovels during planting was required 
rather than using other planting tools.  
The digging effort soon wore out the enthusiasm of some volunteers. We did try out a power auger on one 
follow-up planting day, but the effort required was also quite prohibitive because of the hard soils and we 
could barely keep ahead of one or two planters.  Case in point, we will try some better soil preparation on the 
next site; i.e. possibly disking and harrowing, to break up the soil for easier digging. Also, we will try to 
reduce the number of plants to be planted during any one session. 
5) We did learn from literature sources and from people in the know, that by watering our seedlings as we 
planted them and following up with periodic watering during the first year, it will greatly increase their 
survivability.  Our expectation is an 80% survival rate through the first year.  Monitoring our study plots and 
photo points will give us an accurate record of how well the plants survive and how well they grow. 
6)  One additional note:  The Friends plan on planting nursery-grown perennial forb seedlings on both Plots 
1 & 2 in the fall of 2018. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Figure 4.  Sagebrush and bunchgrass 
seedlings growing among the ever present 

cheatgrass, May 2018. 

Figure 5.  A robust fourwing saltbush, 
July 2018 
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Discover Wildlife Journeys (DWJ) and Students Exploring the 
Environment and Discovering Science (SEEDS) 
by Becky Hanson 

 
In 2010-2018, Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge; Northwest Nazarene University; Canyon 

County Parks, Recreation and Waterways; and the Friends of Deer Flat Wildlife Refuge created and 
have continued Discovery Wildlife Journeys (DWJ), a 
field trip curriculum correlated with Idaho State 
Achievements Standards in science, math, and language 
arts.   On a Discover Wildlife Journeys field trip, students 
who come to Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge observe 
and investigate refuge habitats and wildlife, both on the 
land and at water’s edge. 

To allow local students access to this new curriculum 
& other science-based field trips to Deer Flat National 
Wildlife Refuge, the Friends have provided thousands of 
dollars for the last 9 years to fund a bus scholarship 
program. The Friends initially used funds from a 
Challenge Cost Share grant from the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service with successive grants from the local 
Caldwell Community Foundation, the Whittenberger 
Foundation, Southwest Idaho Legacy Organization (SILO) and a Be Outside Idaho grant from the 
Idaho Recreation & Tourism Initiative.  In the spring of 2018 The Friends awarded 7 busing 
Scholarships involving 709 students. 

In 2015, Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge began a partnership with the Caldwell School District 
that became Students Exploring the Environment and Discovering Science (SEEDS).  Watershed 
Detectives curriculum targets seventh graders. Refuge educators visit classrooms four times to 
prepare students for April field trips to collect water quality data for their science fair projects. Nature 
Detectives curriculum targets fourth graders. It was piloted in 2017-18 at two schools; all six 
Caldwell elementary schools are participating in 2018-2019. Students “explore the environment” all 
year through schoolyard journaling activities and during fall and spring Refuge field experiences. 
They “discover science” by learning science concepts through hands-on activities and then actually 
doing science in the schoolyard and classroom. The goal of student visits to the Refuge is to provide 
a hands-on learning experience. All curricula are science-based, and they integrate language arts, 
math, and reading standards. 
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2018 Friends Academy 
by Cathy Eells, Board Member 

 
 
 
 

The “hot August nights” of August 6-10 found me attending the 2018 Friends Academy at the 
National Conservation Training Center in West Virginia. It was a surprise and pleasure to receive 
an email from Joanna Webb informing me I was an alternate. I was invited to attend after another 
Friends board member had to cancel at the last minute. 

 
It was the experience of a lifetime—dynamic speakers, a plethora of valuable information, and a 
bonding experience with 14 passionate board members representing Friends groups from Ding 
Darling NWR in Florida to Kilauea Point NWR in Hawaii. We were in class Monday through 
Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.—learning, sharing and discussing strategies to energize, 
inspire and motivate our respective groups. As I reflect on the experience, two words continue to 
resonate—ambassador and passion.  
As a board member, I am an ambassador for Deer Flat NWR and our Friends group. I was inspired 
upon my return to Idaho with a firm desire to share my 20-year “passion” with other Friends 
members. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I encourage our community to join with us in ongoing efforts to preserve and protect our Refuge 
future ambassadors and to be stewards of “wild places.” 
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Medford Oregon Friends Training Workshop June 15-17th, 2018  
  
by Mary Jo Schumacher 
 
The US Fish and Wildlife Service held a special training conference for invited guests from twelve different 
Friends organizations associated with National Wildlife Refuges (NWR) and National Fish Hatcheries 
(NFH) in the Pacific and Pacific Southwest Regions.  Kathleen McCarter and I were fortunate enough to be 
able to attend. This turned out to be an amazing weekend, with many new experiences and adventures. 
 
 Kathleen and I gave a short talk about the use of Facebook and Instagram to the group.  We later learned 
how important social media has become to Friends groups all over the country.  As a result the Friends of 
Deer Flat Wildlife Refuge are now on Twitter.  We have a voice and we can use it! 
 
 We were permitted to tour the only Fish and Wildlife crime lab in America.  We had exciting and 
motivating speakers from Washington D.C.  We also made many new friends and contacts that could be 
valuable in the future.  They energized us and we left with a stronger desire to reach out and let the citizens 
of the Treasure Valley know what a wonderful place Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge is. 
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Osprey Webcam 

We have two pairs of nesting osprey at Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge.  The ospreys 
build their stick nests on poles along the shoreline of Lake Lowell in the spring.   This 
year, as in the past several years, the osprey pair which nests opposite the refuge visitor 
center was often observed around their nest, bringing in sticks and other nest-building 
materials.  The Friends Osprey Webcam captured the nesting activities of this resident 
osprey pair. We often watched them as they ate different fish prey at the nest or on a 
nearby perch; but unfortunately, they failed again this year to lay a single egg.  On the 
other hand, the osprey pair on the opposite side (East) of the Upper Dam forebay, 
successfully raised two chicks again this year.  Now that the nesting and rearing season 
is over, both pair have left for parts south to spend the winter.  We will see them again at 
Lake Lowell early next April. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ospreys on Pole Nest 
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Caldwell Information Fair. 

Pictured (l to r): Refuge Manager 
Annette de Knijf, Mary Jo 

Schumacher, and Tricia Matthews 

Friends Website 
 

In 2015 the Friends initiated a website at 
FriendsofDeerFlat.org.  Through 2018 new posts were added 
to the site and information updated as needed to reflect the 
Friends accomplishments and scheduled events at the refuge.  
Of special interest are posts about the interesting  wildlife and 
outdoor experiences that visitors can experience on the 
Refuge. 
 

 
 

Friends Outreach 2018 
 

This has been a busy year for the Friends of Deer Flat Wildlife Refuge. A major focus was our 
community outreach, where we met many people in our community who love Deer Flat, and others who 
did not know about us but were anxious to visit. We made many new friends and have worked hard to 
reach out to the Latino community.  Some of the community events we attended are listed below: 

 
• Hyatt Hidden Lakes at the Boise Watershed 
• Caldwell Information Fair 
• World Migratory Bird Day at Zoo Boise 
• Día de Los Niño’s (Day of the Child) 
• Snake River Raptor Fest 
• Caldwell Family Fun Day 
• Fiesta OLV 
• Fiesta Patrias 
• Senior Faire 
• Agro Fiesta 
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(L to R) Mary Jo Schumacher, the Blue Goose and  
Becky Hanson 

 

(L to R) Cathy Eells, Harry and Mary Jo 
Schumacher  

 

 

 

(L to R) Mary Jo Schumacher and  
Noreen Tripp 

 

Friends Outreach 2018 
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The Grebe 
 

Bob & Sheryl Faller Newsletter Editors 

 

 

All Friends members continued to receive The Grebe newsletter 
by email.  This multiple-page, full-color newsletter is published 
2-3 times annually.  It serves as a primary conduit of information 
regarding Deer Flat Refuge activities and events, general interest 
stories and opportunities for volunteer involvement.  Friends 
members Bob and Sheryl Faller have volunteered their time as 
newsletter editors for several years.  

Copies of the FY2018 newsletter are attached to the back of this 
document. 
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Wildlife Viewing Blind/Winter Bird Feeding 
These volunteers keep the birds fed and happy at Deer Flat 

By Rachel Staats, Bird-‐feeding Program Leader 

 
Next time you go to the Visitor Center at Deer Flat, look in the backyard. Chances are you’ll see some 
finches and chickadees, or maybe a few white--‐crowned sparrows or redwing blackbirds. You might even see a 
tom turkey. 

Birds are one of the main attractions for people visiting Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge. To heighten their 
experience, the Friends of Deer Flat feed birds at the visitor center and at the bird blind in the woods next to 
Lake Lowell. 

 
Volunteers keep the birds’ well  fed by filling tube and platform feeders three or four times each week from 
October through March at both locations, and through May at the visitor center. Turkeys on the ground 
occasionally swat at the hanging feeders to knock seed out of them. 

 
“Birds visiting feeders at the visitor center and bird blind provides a great way to connect visitors with nature, 
potentially opening the door to birding and other nature exploration,” said Susan Kain, Deer Flat’s visitor 
services manager. “It is particularly helpful during field trip season, so beginning birders on a field trip can feel 
successful by watching feeder birds.” 

 
The bird--‐feeding program is now in its 10th year. It started in 2009, with Noreen Tripp as leader. I succeeded 
her in 2015. My father, Dave Staats, helps me. 

 
For years each autumn, we would put notices in the Refuge and Friends newsletters and the local papers, looking 
for volunteers and inviting them to annual training sessions at the refuge. In 2015, my first year, just one person 
showed up. We had enough returning volunteers from Noreen’s team to muddle through. The next year, my dad 
and I thought we might get three or four people at the training session. We got 16! We had enough to skip 
recruitmen for the 2017 session. Today we have twelve returning volunteers and five new ones, including a 
family of four. 

 
This year’s team includes Jeanette Corso, Bob Faller, Mike Ferdinand, Larry Hansen, Emily Holty, Barbara 
Hopwood, Victoria Martinez, Kathrynne McPherson, Heather Meyer, Ruth Pittman, the Sim family (dad Levi, 
mom Jennifer, and children Lana and Cameron), Isaias Valenzuela, and my dad and myself. A lot of people 
want to help feed Deer Flat’s birds. 

 
I also want to thank some additional volunteers who fed birds through last year: Gene and Teresa Brown, Hank 
Purvis, Gary and Marti Stiehl and Debbie Vermaat. 
 
Friends of Deer Flat spent $486 on birdseed during the 2017-18 season, $300 of which was donated by the 
Southwest Idaho Birders Association. Wild Birds Unlimited also donated several sacks of seed in 2017-‐18, 
and so did a few of our bird feeding volunteers. 
There’s a little box that looks like a birdhouse mounted outside the Friends bookstore where people can donate 
money. If you want to donate seed, we always need mixed, black oil sunflower and thistle (nyger) seed. Bring 
it to the center or get in touch with one of us. 
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Thanks to all 2017--‐2018 and 2018--‐2019 volunteer feeders for all they’ve 
done with the program! The juncos, towhees and other feathered 
friends thank you, too. 
 
Contact Rachel Staats at deerflat@fws.gov 

 

Rachel Staats fills a tube feeder at the visitor center on December 9, 2017. 

Photo courtesy of Dave Staats. 

 

  

 

mailto:deerflat@fws.gov
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Litter Pickup at Iowa Curves 
 

Under the dedicated direction of Kris Horton (who is a founding member of the Friends) the Friends 
continue to collect trash, at least bimonthly, under a “Refuge Helpers Contract” with the refuge.  The assigned 
area is the roadway known as the Iowa Curves, located immediately east of the Upper Dam.   Kris has been 
active in leading the trash pickup for over 30 years. 

 
 
 

In August of 2018 Kris’s work was highlighted at the Canyon County 2C Spotlight Awards. 
 
 

   NICOLE FOY 
Idaho Press Tribune July 17, 2018 

 
 
As Lake Lowell in Nampa continues to struggle with trash and litter, the Deer Flat Wildlife Refuge’s small 
staff relies on volunteers to help clean trash routinely dumped by the visiting public. 
Nampa resident Kris Horton said the Friends of the Deer Flat Wildlife Refuge organizes litter and trash 
cleanup efforts every other month, along with other volunteer groups. 
 
Horton, who is also one of the founders of the nonprofit, said she’s been passionate about eliminating litter 
on public lands for more than 30 years. Cleaning the wildlife refuge is frustrating but important, Horton 
said. Discarded baling twine can entangle and injure osprey that use it for their nests, and other water birds 
get stuck in plastic six-pack rings, Horton said. 
 
The long-running effort to clean and preserve the lake, Horton said, always needs more help. 
Annette de Knijf, manager at the Deer Flat Wildlife Refuge, said staff and volunteers respond to trash 
dumps a few times a month that include brush clippings, appliances, mattresses, couches, and rusty nails. 
 
“The best thing to combat it is to just educate people how harmful it is to the environment and wildlife,” 
Horton said. 
 
More information about volunteering with the Friends of the Deer Flat Wildlife Refuge can be found at 
www.friendsofdeerflat.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.friendsofdeerflat.org/
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Nature Store 
 
The Grebe Nature Store at the refuge made several improvements during 2018. After the combined efforts of 
Tricia Matthews and Becky Hanson, store purchases now accept debit and credit cards through the use of the 
Square Point of Sale.  Becky donated a notebook and loaded each store item for easy processing.  Store sales 
for FY 2017 were $1, 081. Tricia continued to monitor store inventories, replacing and adding store items 
including gift certificates.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Pollinator Garden 
 
2018 has been a good year for the refuge pollinator garden. The monarch milkweed habitat is becoming well-
established beyond the metal arbor, and we continue to monitor leaves for caterpillars and cocoons. 
 
Tricia and Chris Matthews, with the help of volunteer Jolene Edwards, have maintained the garden by adding 
new plants, weeding and occasionally watering. Twenty new commemorative bricks were added to the garden 
this year. And in April, Tricia gave a garden presentation at the refuge to the Nampa Garden Club. 
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BSU Student Involvement 
 
In spring 2018, Mary Jo Schumacher and Tricia Matthews collaborated with Boise State University 
Communication students through the efforts of their professor Michael Markley. After Tricia presented the 
Friends group to the class, she and Mary Jo met with three students to discuss our needs for the development 
of a grant to purchase new office equipment, develop web pages for the Friends and Idaho Gives websites, 
and develop a brochure for our Sagebrush Restoration project. Through Mary Jo’s direction, these students 
were able to complete the webpage and brochure development. The students, however, lacked sufficient 
grant writing experience to complete the third assignment. In April, the students made a presentation to us 
and the class showcasing their achievements. 
 
 
 
 

Instagram/Facebook/Twitter 
 
 

The Friends became more Social Media savvy in 2018.  Deer Flat intern from BSU, Amy Aiello, helped the 
Friends open an Instagram account.  She also showed us how to improve our Facebook page, which helped 
us become more efficient at posting photographs and events. 
 
We opened a Twitter account after attending the Medford Friends Workshop and learning how important this 
social media outlet is to Friends groups across the country.   
  
 
 
 
Grants 
 
 
Mary Jo Schumacher and Tricia Matthews were instrumental in the submittal and award of the (NEEF) 
National Environmental Educational Foundation Every Day Capacity Building Grant for the purchase of 
new equipment. These acquisitions include a laptop and laser printer for the Friends office and digital photo 
frame for community outreach. 
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Grant Summary 
 
Through 15 November 2018, a total of $15,125 in grants was requested, $8,300 received, $4,839 spent 
and $3461 remaining.  Projects supported included school bus transportation for primary school field 
trips to the Refuge, Sagebrush restoration, and computer / office supplies. 
 
A summary table is shown below: 
 

Grantor Purpose Applied Granted Spent Remaining 

 

Grants received / used in 2018 

IWCF (Idaho Women’s 
Charitable Organization) 

Field trip bus transport 
$500 $500 $482 $18 

NFWF (National Fish & 
Wildlife Foundation) 

Phase II –Sagebrush Steppe 
Restoration 

$2500 $2500 $1948 $552 

SILO   (SW Idaho Legacy 
Organization 

Field trip bus transportation 
$1500 $1500 $1109 $391 

NEEF (National Env. 
Education Foundation) 

Capacity Building – 
Computer / office 

$1300 $1300 $1300 $0 

Chevron Employee Matching 
Grant 

General support 
$1000 $1000 $0 $1000 

SILO   (SW Idaho Legacy 
Organization) – grant 
received Nov 2018 

Field trip bus transportation $1500 $1500 $0 $1500 

 

Grants applied for in 2018 (not yet granted) 

ICF (Idaho Comm. Fund) Field trip bus transport $3000 Notice in Dec? N/A N/A 

NEEF (National Env. 
Education Foundation) 

Field trip bus transport – 
Every Day Events Grant $1650 Notice in Dec? N/A N/A 

NEEF (National Env. 
Education Foundation) 

Field trip bus transport – 
Every day Restoration & 

Resilience Grant 
$2175 Denied 13Nov2018 N/A N/A 
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FRIENDS WILDLIFE CAMERAS CAPTURE BALD EAGLE NESTING ACTIVITIES 
 
 
 
The two pairs of bald eagles who traditionally set up housekeeping on the refuge construct their nests in tall 
cottonwood trees in the riparian forest along the perimeter of Lake Lowell.  This year, just like the previous 
several years, we were able to document that the bald eagle pair who again nested on the east end of the lake, 
raised and fledged one chick.  On the other hand, the eagle pair that in the past have nested near the narrows 
of the lake, abandoned their traditional nest and we found no evidence that they nested elsewhere.  Instead, 
our wildlife camera recorded that a pair of Canada geese took over the nest, laid eggs and hatched out a brood 
of eight goslings.  The one-day old goslings had a 100-foot freefall to the water below when they hopped off 
the side of the nest. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bald Eagle with Chick                                                           Bald Eagle Adult and Fledgling 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                        Canada Goose and Goslings on Eagle Nest       
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OTHER NOTEWORTHY ACTIVITIES FOR FY2018 

 
• At the beginning of the fiscal year starting in October of 2017, the Friends provided pizza for 

volunteers, and Halloween treats for the hundreds of kids that participated in the “Creepy Critters” 
event at the refuge.  
 

• November 4th, 2017 was planting day at the refuge where over 100 volunteers planted about 2,000 
native shrubs and 1,000 bunchgrass plugs. 
 

• Bob Christenson had the annual Friends Potluck in January at his house for the Friends group.  
Kathleen McCarter and Mary Jo Schumacher were chosen as the Friends Members of the Year.   
 

• March 2018 found the Friends providing refreshments for the refuge stargazing event.  Mary Jo 
Schumacher and Harry Schumacher hosted refreshments for the event. Friends Dianne Barker and 
Becky Hanson sold items from the Grebe’s Nest using the Friends new card reader. 
 

• In April, for “Earth Day Work Day,” about 100 volunteers came to the Refuge to prepare it for summer 
visitors.  The Friends provided muffins, drinks and other breakfast snacks for the volunteers.  Dianne 
Barker hosted for the Friends at this event.  Many Friends were there to aid in the cleanup.   Volunteers 
also helped weed the sagebrush steppe restoration site.  
 

• The “Friends of Deer Flat” joined hundreds of other Idaho nonprofits in the “Idaho Gives” 
fundraising campaign on May 3, 2018. Our goal was to raise at least $1,000 to help with continued 
maintenance costs of the osprey live camera, purchase a new laptop for the group, and help 
augment our sagebrush steppe restoration funds.  We exceeded our goal by receiving $995 in 
donations and winning a $500 “early bird 5x5” prize. 
 

• The refuge did not sponsor the Kids Fishing Day event during FY2018. However in June of 2018 
Tricia and Chris Matthews attended the Caldwell Family Fun Day at the Caldwell Ponds, where the 
City of Caldwell provided plenty of family fun activities 
 
 

• Annette de Knijf (Deer Flat Refuge Manager) and Mary Jo Schumacher were guest speakers at the 
Treasure Valley Community Resource Meeting on August 7. Their presentation highlighted Deer 
Flat Wildlife National Refuge and the Friends of Deer Flat. It was wonderful opportunity to educate 
our community partners about Deer Flat’s mission and goals for the future.  
 

• This has been a busy year for the Friends of Deer Flat Wildlife Refuge. We focused on community 
outreaches including Hispanic outreach.  Our success was evidenced by the many people who 
expressed interest in the refuge and our receiving recognition in the 2C Spotlight awards for 
community action. 
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Attachments – FY 2018 Newsletters & News Articles 
o By Elizabeth Thomas ethomas@idahopress.com  Oct 19, 2017 

Friends of Deer Flat seek green thumb volunteers 

The Friends of the Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge are looking for volunteers to help plant shrubs and grass plugs at the Sagebrush 
Steppe Restoration Project site, which is adjacent to the Refuge’s Visitor Center (13751 Upper Embankment Road in Nampa). 

Planting is going to begin at 9 a.m. Nov. 4, and it should end around noon. More volunteers would mean less time, fewer volunteers means 
it will take longer. 

The goal is to plant and water about 1,800 sagebrush seedlings, 100 saltbrush seedlings and 1,000 bunchgrass plugs (they’re like mini sod 
squares). 

 

 

 

 

 

Landscape restoration at Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge hopes to turn back 
the clock 

BY: Michael Sevren POSTED: 6:36 PM, Nov 4, 2017 UPDATED: 8:11 PM, Nov 4, 2017 Share 
Article NAMPA, Idaho - KIVI Channel 6 

http://www.kivitv.com/news/landscape-restoration-at-deer-flat-national-wildlife-refuge-hopes-to-turn-back-the-clock 

More than 100 volunteers are working to restore part of the landscape at the Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge 
after it was torched two decades ago by wildfires. Volunteers from the Friends of the Deer Flat Wildlife Refuge 
along with biology students from Boise State and NNU are planting over 3,000 native plants. Crews focused their 
work Saturday on a 3-acre stretch near the visitor’s center. 

Invasive species like cheat grass had taken over the landscape. Organizers hope the sagebrush and bunchgrass they 
plant will turn back the clock. "It kind of had a monoculture now we are trying to restore some of the native shrubs 
here so people can kind of see maybe see close to what it looked like in a native situation," said Bob Christensen, 
President of the Friends of Deer Flat Wildlife Refuge. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.idahopress.com/users/profile/elizabethburns
http://www.kivitv.com/news/landscape-restoration-at-deer-flat-national-wildlife-refuge-hopes-to-turn-back-the-clock
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BOISE WEEKLY - October 30, 2017 
Volunteers Reclaim Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge Plot for Native Plants 

The Friends of Deer Flat Wildlife Refuge will lead an effort to plant nearly 
3,000 seedlings on 

Saturday, Nov. 4 

By Lex Nelson 

https://www.boiseweekly.com/boise/volunteers-reclaim-deer-flat-national-wildlife-refuge-plot-for-native-plants/Content?oid=7500616 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

click to enlarge 

 
 

 Bob Christensen plants a seedling near the visitor’s center. 

Crews will be paying close attention to seedling to make sure they get enough water. 
They plan other areas in the coming years. 

https://www.boiseweekly.com/boise/ArticleArchives?author=5547972
http://www.boiseweekly.com/boise/volunteers-reclaim-deer-flat-national-wildlife-refuge-plot-for-native-plants/Content?oid=7500616
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A roughly 3-acre stretch of the Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge in Nampa is getting a makeover 
this year, courtesy of a group of volunteers who are on a mission to turn back the clock. 

 
This weekend, close to 100 environmental activists and college students will descend on the parcel of 
land near the visitor’s center to plant 1,800 sagebrush seedlings, 100 saltbush seedlings and 1,000 plugs 
of bunchgrass, all native species that disappeared from the area in the 1980’s after a wildfire scorched the 
land. Cheat grass, an invasive species nicknamed “the Scourge of the West,” is all that grew back in the 
scorched area. According to retired biologist Bob Christensen, president of the Friends of Deer Flat 
Wildlife Refuge, it's time native species got a helping hand in reclaiming their home. 

 
“We’ll never get rid of the cheat grass, but our goal is to at least give it some competition,” Christensen 
said. “We’d like to have something around the visitor’s center that’s a little more native so that when 
people come there they can learn more about what the native species are and what values they have.” 

 
Christensen and other members of the Friends will lead the planting effort Saturday, Nov. 4, the next 
step in a Sagebrush Steppe Restoration Project that has been in the works for over a year. 

https://www.fws.gov/refuge/deer_flat/
http://boisestatepublicradio.org/post/why-cheatgrass-vexing-issue-idaho-and-whats-being-done-about-it%23stream/0
http://friendsofdeerflat.org/
http://friendsofdeerflat.org/
https://www.boiseweekly.com/boise/sagebrush-steppe-restoration-project-planting-event/Event?oid=7140354
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• Bob Christensen and a fellow volunteer 
harvest sagebrush seeds at Deer Flat Wildlife Refuge. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

click to enlarge 
 

“ 

This is a pilot project—we’re just trying to see if we can get something started out there,” Christensen said. “Last 
year, we started to rehab this plot. We mowed it and treated it with herbicides to keep the cheat grass and other 
weed species down, so we've been doing that last summer and this summer. ...We actually harvested seed from the 
sagebrush last fall, and we had that grown into seedlings by a company up in McCall that's called Buffalo-berry 
Farm." 

 
The nursery also grew silver sage and bunchgrass for the group, and the nearly 3,000 seedlings will be going into 
the ground this weekend with the help of volunteers, including a number of students from Northwest Nazarene 
University. 

 

“I have been putting up postings on various websites, and actually as of [Oct. 27] we have about 70-80 volunteers 
coming out,” said Nic Carlson, volunteer coordinator for the refuge. “NNU is providing 50-70 volunteers because 
it’s their Serve Day, and then I’ve been getting trickles of people here and there who have called who have heard 
about it and wanted to volunteer.” 

 
Although planting the seedlings in autumn weather may be tricky—rain is in the forecast, and the ground is 
bound to be harder than in spring or summer— Christensen said there’s no better time of the year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• A mower attacks cheat grass at the first three-acre plot slated for 

rehabilitation. 
 

Bob Christensen Bob Christensen  

Susan Kain  

http://buffaloberryfarm.com/contactus.html
http://buffaloberryfarm.com/contactus.html
https://www.nnu.edu/
https://www.nnu.edu/
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November is just a good time for planting these native plants,” he said. “You’re avoiding the stress of the summer 
heat, and can get [the plants] established in late fall and then go through the winter—they kind of go dormant 
anyway, you know—and then in the spring you’ve got the spring moisture and so forth, and the cooler weather to 
help get the roots going.” 
Rain or shine, the Friends will be providing a pizza lunch for their stalwart volunteers, and if the project pans out 
they will be invited back for another round next year. 

 

“My goal is to at least rehab about 25 acres around the visitor’s center,” Christensen said. “Next year, we have 
another 3 -acre plot that we’re going to get ready to go.” 
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Jul 24, 2018 
REPORT FROM FRIENDS OF 

DEER FLAT WILDLIFE REFUGE 

I recently received the Spring/Summer issue of the newsletter from the Deer Flat Wildlife Refuge, “The Grebe,” and I want to share its 
news. The Friends Board of Directors is led by President Bob Christensen. The other officers include Vice President Tricia Matthews, 
Treasurer Becky Hanson, and Secretary Mary Jo Schumacher. On the board are Cathy Eells, Rex Hanson, Chris Matthews and Kathleen 
McCarter, all of whom President Bob call “true initiative takers”. “I have been amazed and grateful for each of our board members who see 
a job or task that needs to be done and jumps right in to help. I couldn’t ask for a better group of people with whom to work and serve our 
refuge,” Bob said. 

The newest staff member at the refuge is Brian Clifford, who has taken over the maintenance duties at Deer Flat. He comes from Hagerman 
National Fish Hatchery, where he worked for 36 years as an animal caretaker/motor vehicle operator. 

He calls himself a “jack-of-all-trades and master of some.” His main job at Hagerman was raising steelhead and rainbow trout. He operated 
special fish life-support systems, such as water circulation, refrigeration and oxygen aeration devices. He also constructed six raised bed 
gardens to provide habitat for insect pollinators, such as the Monarch butterfly. Brian believes that federal government should be a steward 
of the land. His interests include hunting, fishing, exploring and “flint-knapping” to make arrowheads. 

Welcome Brian! I’m sure you will be a great asset at our wonderful refuge! 

Marie Galyean writes the Front Porch column for the Idaho Press-Tribune. Email your local news, club activities, honors and other 
"tidbits" to community@idahopress.com. 

The Friends are hoping for around 50-70 volunteers. If you or your organization can help out, contact the refuge volunteer coordinator at 
208-467-9278. 

by MARIE GALYEAN for the Idaho Press-Tribune 

mailto:community@idahopress.com
https://www.idahopress.com/users/profile/marie%20devine%20galyean
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 Bald Eagle nesting activities at Lake Lowell 

• Sep 5, 2018 

The Southwestern Idaho Birders Association will hold their monthly meeting at 7 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 
13, at the Deer Flat Refuge Visitor Center. Join Bob Christensen as he talks about Bald Eagles that have 
been nesting at Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge in Canyon County for over 30 years… 
 
 

A Cautionary Tale by Nic Carlson  
The Grebe VOLUME 9, ISSUE 24 SPRING/SUMMER 2018 

In mid-June, an osprey (who had a ball of baling twine caught in its talons for a few months prior) got 
hung up on a nesting platform near the Visitor Center. Luckily a few visitors walking along the Nature 
Trail reported the tangled osprey to the Visitor Center, and staff who were able to call Idaho Power to 
come rescue the bird. 
 
The osprey had to spend a few nights at a rehabilitation facility to be rehydrated but was soon released. It 
is now healthy and back at the main nesting platform. 
 

This is a reminder to us all to be aware of the things we leave lying around! 

 

An osprey tangled in baling twine hangs from an alternate nesting platform. 
(Photo Susan Kain/USFWS) 

https://www.idahopress.com/emmett/community/bald-eagle-nesting-activities-at-lake-lowell/article_b296b9c0-32d2-546d-bd2a-13e62ac7ef19.html
https://www.idahopress.com/emmett/community/bald-eagle-nesting-activities-at-lake-lowell/article_b296b9c0-32d2-546d-bd2a-13e62ac7ef19.html
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