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1. Region:

One

2. State:

Idaho

3. Name of Field Station:

Deer Flat National
Wildlife Refuge

4. Name of Friends Group:

Friends of Deer Flat Wildlife Refuge

5. Date of initial agreement:

19 March 2007

6. Date of present agreement:

21 April 2016
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FY2017 FINANCIAL SUMMARY
.

FY2017 REVENUES

Nature Store Sales
Donations
Memberships
Loans
Grants Paid In
Grants (Owed)

Total

FUNDS IN CHECKING ACCT.
GENERAL/MEMBERSHIPS
NATURE STORE
DONATION BOX
ED OUTREACH
BOOK & PHOTO
FRIENDS EVENTS
BRICKS & GARDEN
OSPREY W EBCAM
BUSING SCHOLARSHIPS
DELLA JOHNSON FUND
RESTORATION PROJECT
DEER FLAT CHAPTER IMNP
GOLDEN EAGLE AUDUBON
DONATION

1017
1651
1614
0
205

FY2017 EXPENSES

Donations
Refuge Support
Friends Expenses
EE & Outreach
Friends Events

1900 Special Projects
Nature Store Purchases
Bus Scholarships
$6,387
Total

150
663
922
701
205
1660
1345
3772
$9,418

OCTOBER 1, 2016
3972.91
560.28
1330.24
3675.34
593.68
730.18
175.81
4.20
1707.74
347.51
3896.95
---

SEPTEMBER 30,2017
1817.12
134.83
616.07
3600.38
593.68
614.26
48.99
661.70
--3896.95
1062.39
7.21

$16,994.84

$13,053.58

TOTALS
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
FRIENDS’ POST CARD PROJECT
Many visitors to the Refuge have
inquired about the availability of
postcards. At a board meeting, the
Friends of Deer Flat Wildlife Refuge
decided it would be a good idea to have
postcards printed and made available for
purchase in our nature store. Mary Jo
Schumacher volunteered to take the lead
in this project.
The project took on a life of its own.
As Mary Jo with the help of her husband
Harry and Noreen Tripp displayed the
photographs in public locations for
public appraisal & voting, others wanted
to submit their work.
Lisa Myers
graciously donated a table at the Flying
M for customers and staff to view and
vote for their favorite photos. After a
lengthy process eight selections were
made.
There were two items of special
interest in the selections. A cute photo
of Great Horned Owlets in a nest received the most votes by a large margin. This photo was
taken on the refuge by a former refuge manager, Jennifer Brown-Scott. A drawing of our iconic
Osprey was submitted and selected by the board. The drawing was commissioned by the Friends
from the very talented local wildlife artist, Jerry Wilda. Thank you Jerry! The other photographs
that were selected were taken by Stan Culling-USFWS, Doug Clegg, Denise Hughes, Addison
Mohler-USFWS, Bob Christensen and Thomas Jay Oord.
After the final selection of which postcards to produce, the board ordered the initial printing
of eight different Deer Flat Wildlife Refuge postcards to be printed by Printcraft of Caldwell,
Idaho. They turned out beautifully.
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MENTORING WORKSHOP HIGHLIGHTS
In mid-July this summer, our Friends board welcomed Sue Hix, from the Friends of
Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge near Minneapolis, MN and Tim Miller, District Manager of
La Crosse District, WI, portion of the Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish
Refuge. These mentors took us through a planning process to help establish our SMART Goals
and build a plan to accomplish them. (SMART = specific, measurable, achievable, relevant,
time-bound)
Some of our main goals established through this mentoring workshop are to:
•
•
•

Recruit skilled, committed, diverse candidates for our Friends Board and other active
roles in our group. This will be an ongoing process.
By January 2018, make annual planning with USFWS staff a regular item on the Friends
calendar.
Expand the Friends network and promote the Refuge in surrounding communities to
increase public support for the Refuge, acquire new Friends members, and recruit new
Refuge volunteers.

Back row (L to R): Kathleen McCarter,
Noreen Tripp, Sue Hix, Susan Kain.
Front row: Mary Jo Schumacher, Tricia Matthews,
Annette de Knijf, Bob Christensen,
Tim Miller
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NEWSLETTER
The Friends continued to publish a quarterly newsletter called, The Grebe. It was emailed or
mailed to all members. Bob & Sheryl Faller produced the newsletter in a professional format.
Copies of The Grebe, corresponding to the FY17 reporting period (3 publications this year), are
attached to this report.

POLLINATOR GARDEN
In 2017 Tricia and Chris Matthews continued to monitor and maintain the pollinator garden
and commemorative bricks, plant additional pollinator plants, haul and replace mulch, and
place small signs (“Please do not pick flowers…they are for the pollinators” and “No Foot
Traffic”) to prevent damage to un-established plants. The refuge provided funding to order an
additional nine plant identification plaques. Brick sales fell off during FY 2017 with only one
order.
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DISCOVER WILDLIFE JOURNEYS BUS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
Seven years ago Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge; Northwest Nazarene University; Canyon
County Parks, Recreation and Waterways; and the Friends of Deer Flat Wildlife Refuge created
Discovery Wildlife Journeys (DWJ), a field trip
curriculum correlated with Idaho State Achievements
Standards in science, math, and language arts. On a
Discover Wildlife Journeys field trip, students who
come to Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge observe
and investigate refuge habitats and wildlife, both on the
land and at water’s edge.
To allow local students access to this new
curriculum & other science-based field trips to Deer
Flat National Wildlife Refuge, the Friends have
continued to fund a bus scholarship program. The
years Friends used funds awarded through a grant from
Southwest Idaho Legacy Organization (SILO) and a Be
Outside Idaho grant from the Idaho Recreation &
Tourism Initiative. In the spring of 2017 the Friends
awarded 10 busing scholarships involving 985 students.

OSPREY WEBCAM
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FRIENDS WEBSITE
In 2015 the Friends initiated a website at
FriendsofDeerFlat.org. Through 2017 new posts were
added to the site and information updated as needed to
reflect the accomplishments and scheduled events at the
refuge.

WILDLIFE VIEWING BLIND/WINTER BIRD FEEDING
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LITTER PICKUP AT IOWA CURVES
Under the direction of Kris Horton, the Friends continue to collect trash, at least bimonthly,
under a “Refuge Helpers Contract” with the Refuge. The assigned area is the roadway known as
the Iowa Curves, located immediately east of the Upper Dam.

SAGEBRUSH STEPPE RESTORATION PILOT PROJECT
In FY2016 the Friends o f
Deer Flat Wildlife Refuge and
the Refuge staff init iated a
project to restore native
vegetation on a 3-acre plot
near the Deer Flat National
Wildlife
Refuge
visitor
center. This is viewed as a
pilot project with the objective
of
improving
vegetation
biodiversity, creating better
pollinator
habitat,
and
improving public awareness of
native plant communit ies.
Rand Aulbach Mowing Restoration Site
The restoration site has been
overgrown with cheatgrass for
several years. Cheatgrass is a non-native invader species. The cheatgrass was
treated with Roundup and later mowed several times to reduce competing weedy
species. On October 13th of 2016 the site was reseeded with native bunchgrass
species. (Unfortunately, the seeding didn’t take).
Using volunteer help, seed from native shrubs on the refuge was harvested in early
December. The Friends entered into an agreement with Buffalo Berry Farms in
McCall, Idaho, to grow shrub seedlings from the harvested seeds. In November of
2017, hundreds of native shrub seedlings (sagebrush, saltbush & bunchgrass) will be
hand-planted on the site, using volunteer help.
Bob Christensen applied for grants to help fund this project. Grants were awarded
from both the Idaho Native Plant Society ($400 to purchase seed) and from the
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation ($2,061 to grow seedlings).
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EAGLE CAMERAS
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NATURE STORE
The Grebe Nest Nature Store closed in 2014 during the transition to a new Friends board.
Under the management of Tricia Matthews, the store reopened in November 2015, and she has
continued to oversee all store operations (inventory, ordering, pricing, and sales) through 2017.
Sales have been steady throughout 2017, with the greatest sales occurring during the summer
months. Total sales deposited in 2017 was $1,028.21, and the cost of inventories, gifts, sales tax
and other expenses was $1,534.20, leaving no additional funds to expand inventories. In
February 2017, the Board approved a 10% discount on all sales made to Friends members. Blue
Goose Passports were added to the inventory in March, at no cost to the store.

SPANISH BROCHURE
One of our stated goals is to make our board more
diversified in order to reflect the population of this area. We
have a very large Hispanic population in this area and our
board does not seem to reflect this. We saw a need to draw
more interest in DFWR among the Hispanics in our area.
FDFWR translated an informational brochure into Spanish
in order to encourage interest in the refuge among Spanish
speaking families.
Encouraging a more diverse range of
visitors should make it easier to recruit from individuals
showing interest in our activities. We have distributed these
brochures from an informational booth at a church Fiesta and
we are looking for other venues to continue this effort.
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OTHER NOTEWORTHY ACTIVITIES FOR FY2017
•

At the beginning of the fiscal year starting in October of 2016, the Friends provided pizza
for volunteers, and Halloween treats for the hundreds of kids that participated in the
“Creepy Critters” event at the refuge.

•

A Friends member meeting was held in conjunction with the Refuge’s volunteer
appreciation event in early November 2016 to honor the outgoing officers and board
members and to introduce 2017. Chris & Tricia Matthews were chosen as the Friends
Members of the year.

•

March 2016 found the Friends providing refreshments for the Refuge stargazing event.
Mary Jo Schumacher hosted refreshments for the Friends. Tricia Matthews sold “Night
Sky” foldouts. The Friends received $84.88 in cash donations.

•

In April, for “Earth Day Work Day,” about 100 volunteers came to the Refuge to prepare
it for summer visitors. The Friends provided muffins, drinks and other breakfast snacks
for the volunteers. Kris Horton hosted for the Friends at this event.

•

In May, for the fifth consecutive year, the Idaho Nonprofit Center collaborated with a
facilitator organization (this year it was GiveGab) to create a 24-hour, online fundraiser
to benefit all Idaho nonprofits. As members of Idaho Nonprofit Center, the Friends, lead
by Bob Christensen, participated and received donations of about $896.

•

The Friends supported Kids Fishing Day in June 2017 with lunches for approximately 30
volunteers, brought by Kathleen McCarter. Tricia and Chris Matthews solicited area
businesses for donations and received fishing gear, worms, and assorted give-away items.
Chris overhauled all refuge fishing poles and reels and worked with other volunteers to
teach approximately 200 children to bait and cast. Despite inclement weather and limited
shoreline the event was an outstanding success.

•

In June, Bob Christensen led a group of boy scouts in transplanting 150 silver sage
volunteer seedlings from Dixie & Bob Blome’s garden to an area behind the Refuge
visitor center. Bob with the help of others continued to weekly water the plants
throughout the hot summer. In the end only about 30% survived--a lesson learned.
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FY2017 ATTACHMENTS
NEWS ARTICLES
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NEWSLETTERS
(ATTACHED)

20

21

